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Art Unit: 3629 

DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Examiner thanks applicant for the reminder regarding the removal of Hunt et al 
as prior art by applicant's 131 declaration. An updated search has revealed the Hunt et 
al (5,893,091) reference, applied below. 

2. Claims 20-26, 28-34, 36, 37-40, 42-47, 49-54, 56, 57-59, 61-65, 67-68, 70-71 are 

rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Bouve et al (5,682,525) in 

view of Hunt et al (5,893,091 ). 

As per Claims 20, 28. 
Bouve et al ('525) discloses: 

obtaining information identifying an item of merchandise from a user, see page 
column 2, lines 26-31 ; 

determining a physical location of a user, see column 2, lines 46-52; 

querying a computerized network of information utilizing a query based on the 
information identifying the item of merchandise and the physical location of the user, 
see column 2, lines 26-28, column 3, line 45, column 11, lines 15-19 and lines 24-29; 

receiving from a retailer-based agent in response to the query information 
associated with the item of merchandise from the retailer proximate to the user being 
associated with the item of merchandise that the user desires to purchase, see column 
1 1 , lines 8-14 figures 2 (32, 34) and 4 (73, user may print a list of information about 
these items or select one by clicking" in which "computer products" are the items of 
interest, see column 5, lines 4-13. 

displaying the information and a physical location of the retailer, see column 11, 
lines 8-14. 

Bouve et al ('525) does not disclose a customized offer. 

Hunt et al ('091) teaches a customized offer based on customer's location and 
previous shopping history, see column 6, lines 31-59, for the benefit of customer 
convenience. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the 
time the invention was made to display the customized offer taught by Hunt et al (259) 
in the invention of Bouve et al ('525) for the benefit of customer convenience. 

As per Claim 21, 29, 43, 50, 62, 65 

Bouve et al ('525) further discloses a list, see column 2, lines 13-16. 
As per Claim 22, 30, 44, 51. 

Bouve et al ('525) further discloses a query based on the list and user's location, 
see column 2, lines 13-16 and column 11, lines 3-14. 
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As per claim 23, 31 , 45, 52. 

Bouve et al ('525) further discloses the list is generated by the user at a location 
remote from the retailer, see column 6, lines 39-67. 

As per Claim 24, 32, 38, 46, 53, 58. 

Bouve et al ('525) further discloses displaying a list of items, see figure 4 (73) 
and column 1 1 , lines 8-14. 

Bouve et al ('525) does not specifically disclose displaying the prices associated 
therewith. 

Hunt et al ('091 ) teaches displaying prices associated with items, see column 6, 
line 31 - column 7, line 6, for the benefit of customer convenience. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the 
time the invention was made to display the item prices as taught by Hunt et al (259) in 
the invention of Bouve et al ('525) for the benefit of customer convenience. 

As per Claim 26, 47 

Bouve et al ('525) further discloses the internet, see column 1 1 , lines 24-30. 
As per Claim 34, 54 

Bouve et al ('525) further discloses pattern recognition to enhance the location of 
pertinent information, see column 8, lines 63-67. 

As per Claim 36, 61 , 63, 64, 67, 68. 
Bouve et al ('525) discloses: 

obtaining information identifying an item of merchandise from a user, see page 
column 2, lines 26-31; 

determining a physical location of a user, see column 2, lines 46-52; 

querying a computerized network of information utilizing a query based on the 
information identifying the item of merchandise and the physical location of the user, 
see column 2, lines 26-28, column 3, line 45, column 11, lines 15-19 and lines 24-29; 

receiving information from an agent in response to the query information about 
an item, the item of merchandise being associated with the item the customized offer 
for sale of the item of merchandise from the retailer proximate to the user being 
associated with the item of merchandise that the user desires to purchase, see column 
1 1 , lines 8-14 figures 2 (32, 34) and 4 (73, user may print a list of information about 
these items or select one by clicking" in which "computer products" are the items of 
interest, see column 5, lines 4-13. 

displaying the purchasing information. 

Bouve et al ('525) does not disclose a customized offer. 

Hunt et al ('091 ) teaches a customized offer based on customer's location and 
previous shopping history, see column 6, lines 31-59, for the benefit of customer 
convenience. 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the 
time the invention was made to display the customized offer taught by Hunt et al (259) 
in the invention of Bouve et al ('525) for the benefit of customer convenience. 

As per Claim 25, 33, 39, 59. 

Bouve et al ( ( 525) does not disclose suggesting items for sale. 

Hunt et al ('091) teaches a customized offer based on customer's 
preprogrammed criteria, see column 6, lines 31-59, for the benefit of customer 
convenience. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the 
time the invention was made to suggest items for sale as taught by Hunt et al (259) in 
the invention of Bouve et al ('525) for the benefit of customer convenience. 

As per Claim 37, 57. 

Bouve et al ('525) does not specifically disclose parsing the terms based on 
predefined criteria to create the query. 

Hunt et al ('091) teaches a parsing and filtering engine for the benefit of 
analyzing each alert and determining if it meets the recipient's criteria. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the 
time the invention was made to parse the input to for the benefit of analyzing each alert 
and determining if it meets the recipient's criteria. 

As per Claim 40. 

Bouve et al ('525) does not disclose recognizing patterns to suggest items for 

sale. 

Hunt et al ('091) teaches a customized offer based on customer's 
preprogrammed criteria, see column 6, lines 31 -59, for the benefit of customer 
convenience. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the 
time the invention was made to display the customized offer as taught by Hunt et al 
(259) in the invention of Bouve et al ('525) for the benefit of customer convenience. 

As per Claims 42, 48. 
Bouve et al ('525) discloses: 

obtaining information identifying an item of merchandise from a user, see page 
column 2, lines 26-31; 

determining a physical location of a user, see column 2, lines 46-52; 

querying a computerized network of information utilizing a query based on the 
information identifying the item of merchandise and the physical location of the user, 
see column 2, lines 26-28, column 3, line 45, column 11, lines 15-19 and lines 24-29; 

receiving from a retailer-based agent in response to the query information 
associated with the item of merchandise from the retailer proximate to the user being 
associated with the item of merchandise that the user desires to purchase, see column 
1 1 , lines 8-14 figures 2 (32, 34) and 4 (73, user may print a list of information about 
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these items or select one by clicking" in which "computer products" are the items of 
interest, see column 5, lines 4-13. 

displaying the information and a physical location of the retailer, see column 11, 
lines 8-14. 

Bouve et al ('525) does not disclose a customized offer or suggesting items. 

Hunt et al ('091) teaches a customized offer and suggesting items based on 
customer's preprogrammed criteria, see column 6, lines 31-59, for the benefit of 
customer convenience. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the 
time the invention was made to display the customized offer taught by Hunt et al (259) 
in the invention of Bouve et al ('525) for the benefit of customer convenience. 

As per Claim 56. 

Bouve et al ('525) discloses: 

obtaining information identifying an item of merchandise from a user, see page 
column 2, lines 26-31 ; 

determining a physical location of a user, see column 2, lines 46-52; 

querying a computerized network of information utilizing a query based on the 
information identifying the item of merchandise and the physical location of the user, 
see column 2, lines 26-28, column 3, line 45, column 11, lines 15-19 and lines 24-29; 

receiving information from an agent in response to the query information about 
an item, the item of merchandise being associated with the item the customized offer 
for sale of the item of merchandise from the retailer proximate to the user being 
associated with the item of merchandise that the user desires to purchase, see column 
1 1 , lines 8-14 figures 2 (32, 34) and 4 (73, user may print a list of information about 
these items or select one by clicking" in which "computer products" are the items of 
interest, see column 5, lines 4-13. 

displaying the purchasing information. 

Bouve et al ('525) does not disclose a customized offer or suggesting items for 

sale. 

Hunt et al ('091) teaches a customized offer based on customer's 
preprogrammed criteria, see column 6, lines 31-59, for the benefit of customer 
convenience. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the 
time the invention was made to display the customized offer taught by Hunt et al (259) 
in the invention of Bouve et al ('525) for the benefit of customer convenience. 

As per Claim 70. 

Bouve et al ('525) discloses: 

a retailer agent configured to provide a computerized network of information 
related to items of merchandise from a plurality of retailers and to determine a physical 
location of a mobile shopper, see column 2, lines 10-52; 
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a shopping agent communicatively coupled with the retailer agent and configured 
to store information related to desired items of merchandise, see column 1 , line 60 - 
column 2, line 9. 

Bouve et al ('525) does not disclose an offer of items for sale. 

Hunt et al ('091) teaches a customized offer based on customer's 
preprogrammed criteria, see column 6, lines 31-59, for the benefit of customer 
convenience. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the 
time the invention was made to display the customized offer taught by Hunt et al (259) 
in the invention of Bouve et al ('525) for the benefit of customer convenience. 



As per Claim 71. 

Bouve et al ('525) further disclose the display of the location of the retailer 
proximate the shopper with respect to the location of the shopper, see column 2, lines 
46-52. 



3. Claims 27, 35, 41 , 48, 55, 66, 69, 72 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as 
being unpatentable over Bouve et al (5,682,525) in view of Hunt et al (5,893,091) further 
in view of Bianco (5,047,41 6). 

As per Claim 27, 35, 41 , 48, 55, 66, 69, 72. 

Bouve et al ('525) does not specifically disclose alerting the user to the best 

price. 

Bianco ('41 6) teaches alerting the users to better values, see column 4, lines 1-8, 
for the benefit of increased customer service. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the 
time the invention was made to alert the customers of Bouve et al ('525) of the best 
price or better values as taught by Bianco ('416) for the benefit of increased customer 
service. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thomas A. Dixon whose telephone number is (703) 
305-4645. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday 6:30 - 4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Weiss can be reached on (703) 308-2702. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). / 




Thomas A. Dixon 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3629 
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